
Lucy’s Heart
Her heart is too big for her to bear; so she gives it away, one piece at a time.
 

Set-up & Gameplay Action Beats

● Mr. Zeno comes up with a way 
to genetically alter our hearts to 
double our lifespans. The cheap 
procedure is simply called “New 
Heart”.

● Too late, we realize our hearts 
were critical to our emotions. We 
don’t know what we’re missing, 
but there is a void. Suicides are 
commonplace.

● Mr. Zeno introduces a new magic 
fix: “emos”. Pills that can emulate 
any emotion.

 

Act I  

The Unexpected
● Introducing Zoe, Abe & Jasper
● Zoe is pregnant, and can feel 

without the use of emos.
● Gameplay: Cutscenes only.

● Zoe’s husband, Abe, doesn’t understand what she 
is experiencing.

● The child has an enlarged heart; an illegal 
malformation.

● Eventually, Doctor Jasper is somehow convinced 
not to do an abortion.

● They decide to name their unborn child Lucy.

Birth of Lucy
● In secret at the city hospital.
● Mr. Zeno’s first appearance.

○ On the board of Infection 
Control

○ The city is terrified of this 
unknown. Zeno is given 
complete authority.

● Gameplay: Control Abe with Lucy 
in his hands to turn another baby.

● Jasper, Abe and a nurse is turned.
○ Nurse reacts badly to her emotions and 

calls the authorities.
● Mr. Zeno on scene with androids
● Abe directs Lucy’s hand and touches another 

baby with it as a distraction.
● The unnamed baby is killed

○ “Risk of infection is too high”
○ “Must be contained”
○  “It’s in pain - put it out of its misery.”

● Successful escape: Zoe, Abe, Lucy & Jasper.
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Act II  

Secreet Childhood
● Virtual reality for practice
● Introducing Peter
● Agenda: Make the world feel
● Goal: Learn how to use power.
● Gameplay: (1) Run about in a 

virtual city touching people to 
turn them emotional. (2) Turn 
real people at home with the help 
of emotional artifacts to invoke 
positive reactions.

● As Lucy grows up, she is 
occasionally “introduced” to new people. Zoe, 
Abe & Jasper are building a network of trusted 
allies.

● Most of her days are spent interacting with 
virtual people in a virtual city, practicing her 
ability.

● A tablet-based AI projection of a boy called Peter 
has “grown up” together with Lucy to guide and 
accompany her.

● They gradually learn how to “channel” desirable 
emotions through set-up. E.g. having a child’s 
photo at hand before turning someone.

Longing for the real world
● Nearing puberty
● Goal: Get into the city
● Gameplay: (1) Dialogue challenge 

to trick a turned visitor. (2) Turn 
people in the real city.

● Lucy sneaks away to the city by lying about her 
family to a turned visitor.

● She literally plays with people’s emotions.
● Turns out when someone turned is in a 

heightened emotional state, they can turn others. 
It spreads.

● Causes an emotional outbreak
● Zoe and Abe finds Lucy in the city.
● A turned one has a negative reaction. Gets hold 

of a guard’s weapon and tries to shoot Lucy. Abe 
intervenes, and gets shot.

● Zoe: “Lucy, what have you done?”

No one is safe
● Goal: Escape
● Gameplay: (1) Run away. Avoid 

androids. (2) Turn people as 
distractions.

● Lucy runs away.
● Mr. Zeno arrives with androids. People are killed, 

others detained. Zoe manages to escape, but is 
separated from Lucy. The emotional crowd is 
contained.

A little girl in the big city
● Limited time left
● Goal: Find and make allies
● Gameplay: Turn people like Lucy 

did at home, except complete 
families now.

● Lucy almost suffers a heart attack
● Jasper gets to her, and she is stabilized. He 

transfers city blueprints and directives to Peter.
● They start finding key people for their cause.
● They get together with Zoe again. She doesn’t 

want Lucy to run into danger, but Lucy’s 
determination and the prospect of making people 
feel again wins her over. She ends up leading the 
charge.
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Assembling the troops
● Introducing Olivia.
● The big reveal.
● Goal: Overrun Zeno
● Gameplay: (1) Stealth & 

speed challenges. Lucy has to 
strategically turn important 
people in their way. (2) Capture 
Zeno to turn him.

● Deemed strong enough, the group forces their 
way into Zeno’s headquarters, making several 
sacrifices.

● They get to Zeno’s apartment. Though 
surrounded from the outside, they think they 
have the upper-hand.

● Lucy inquires about the young woman in all the 
pictures. Zeno humors them as he waits for his 
backup. We learn of Olivia, his sister in a coma, 
for whom the “New Heart” was intended, but 
wasn’t ready in time.

● Lucy’s touch does nothing. Zeno never modified 
his heart. He is a diagnosed autistic. Olivia was 
always the closest he could get to “feeling”.

Act III  

The Turning Run
● Goal: Get to Olivia
● Gameplay: (1) Play as Peter. 

Protect as many humans as 
possible. Main: Save Lucy. Bonus: 
Save Jasper and/or Zoe. (2) Take 
on a small army of androids. Fight 
for as long as you can while Lucy 
gets backup from turned ones.

● Before the security storms in, Jasper embeds 
Peter into Zeno’s private android. It’s strong 
enough to break out with Lucy, leaving most of 
the others behind. Peter has been given one goal: 
Get Lucy to Olivia.

● With Peter’s protection, Lucy cuts through the 
city, scrambling to turn people as she moves 
through.

● Peter is eventually overwhelmed by androids 
while Lucy reluctantly charges on with the help of 
other turned ones.

Back at the Hospital
● Goal: Revival of Olivia.
● Olivia’s apology.
● Gameplay: (1) Similar to the 

charge on Zeno’s skycraper, 
except more volatile humans 
to watch out for. (2) Turn right 
people to find Olivia’s location. 
(3) Get to Olivia before Mr. Zeno 
does.

● Game end: Depending on who 
Lucy spent the most time with, 
and who survived, they will be 
seen looking into the room where 
she is in a coma.

● They reach the hospital, and find Olivia.
● Lucy touches Olivia, and is holding her hand when 

Zeno catches up with them.
● Lucy suffers a heart attack and falls into a coma.
● Olivia wakes up: “Is my “New Heart” working?”

○ Turns out Olivia designed the “New 
Heart”. Zeno only finished what she 
started.

● When the angry mob catches up with them, 
Olivia is guarding her brother whilst apologizing 
for her actions. The mob pauses.

● Meanwhile, outside, the world is starting to feel 
again. Come dawn, thousands will leave flowers 
and burning candles outside the hospital where 
Lucy rests.
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The end.
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